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thus that the Labour Government gave place to the
National Government.

What on earth possessed the Tories to fall in with
the idea of a "National Government" passes com-
prehension. The tremendous wave of opinion which
turned the Labour Government out would have
turned a Tory Government in. But the incredible
thing happened; a House of Commons, over-
whelmingly Tory in complexion, found itself saddled
with a heterogeneous Cabinet headed by an ex-
Labour Prime Minister. This pie-bald political
nag has still to resolve itself into something recog-
nisable by the electorate.

To save their faces Baldwin, Chamberlain ?trid
other Tories must still maintain the necessity fdr a
"National" government. Undoubtedly, a bargain
of some sort was struck before the election of 1931,
indeed before the fall of the Labour Government.
But after the election those who bargained for the
Tories must have kicked themselves as they are
now being kicked by their followers.

One curious result of the intrigue was that the meek
and unhonoured Clifford Allen, writer in obscure
journals, socialist debater and pamphleteer, became
Lord Allen of Hurtwood, with a voice in the counsels
of the hereditarily great, and a pen at the service
of his benefactors.

In the House of Commons in September, 1931,
father tried to show that the crisis in the finances
of the country had been brought about by the financial
policy of the great bankers in lending huge sums of